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Once again profuse apologies about the delays bugging this magazine, Please 
rest assured that Northern UFO News is NOT about to fold ~ as soma are 
fearing. It has plenty of life left in it yet and the months and years ahead 
took to he exciting ones. Ve celebrate our 20th anniversary in March (not 
many UFO magazines can ever claim that1 and I intend to do so with a tmmper 
Issue to make up for the frustrations of these short-term problems. Ihis 
issue (even If you ara gutting it in February!) is In fact the December ane 
and the real February Issue will came to you soon. There will be seven 

issues during 1994 to catch up. Too will receive every one that you have 
paid far on subscription — I promise. So, please do continue to support us 
(see renewal dei alls an page 3), fcte arm keeping priced level for 1994 

despite major postal and other production cost increases last autumn. I mined 

- all being weJJ - the next issue should launch a new look NUN. Stay timed! 

J , R, C omm«3 nts „ „ . A year ago I wrote a lengthy editorial 
about American Journalist Jim Schnabel 1 s book 4 Round in Circles* and its 
witty but largely critical assassination of the crop circle world, Nell he 
has - as ho promised - followed it up with a sequel, 'Dark White* (Namish 
Hamilton £16.99) t hitting the stores mid February, This time his target is 
OFOiogy - or, more correctly, UF01 agists. Can be survi ve the on si aught ? 

This is not a review cif the book - that will follow in the next 

issue. As 1 write I have only had it far 24 hours and the iexpressions here 
are first ones only, However, as this book promises - or rather threatens, 
1 o most peoples eyes, tq be one of the most talked about ventures of the 
year, if was appropriate to express some preliminary thoughts. 

Firstly,1t should be recalled that Jim Schnabel is a journalist. 
Whilst he could cl ala to have had direct Involvement in crop circle 
research his association with UFOiogy is a lot more tenuous. Indeed ho ends 
the book by citing John Keel (telling someone to quit UFO logy and take up 
Chasing women! 1 and expresses his own view that our field is filled with 
cranks, crackpots and deviants, A sure fire way of not winning friends and 
influencing people. To bo part of it, he adds, is to risk your sanity and he 
is not sure he wonts that - so ends his final sentence, He does, almost 
paradoxically, wish the subject well and leaves the door open a crack that 
there might be something la it - hut his Lasting conclusions - which 
will,of course! Stick in readers minds, must rankle the UFO fraternity, 

I suspect it was really aimed at the highbrow press who did his last 
book proud with glowing reviews in sources like the Hew Statesman* Times 
Literary Supplement and 60 forth. The upper cruet media don't like UFO nuts 

- so, whilst Jim ran the risk of coming over as one of them his book would 
be predictably ignored, By ensuring that they hear that he shares their 
snobbish view and is instead one of the the bays from Fleet Street then he 
stands a fair chance of reaping the rewards-They will hail this as a book 
which, so the blurb says, goes where no other UFO book has gone before, even 
though, to some extent <not entirely,I admit! It says little not already 
found In the voluminous literature of those deviant UFO nuts themselves. 

1 now rather see why tha crop circle community hated him so much* They 
felt that be breezed in, hijacked their phenomenon, wrote It up in his own 
(quite entertaining! words and snatched credit - however indirectly and 
unintended from the ones *kio had done the real work. To be fair he does 
offer credit end this new book Cas with his last! namea many names and 
features the results of a year long odyssey from UFOlogist to UFOlogisi, But 
there Is a vague feeling of ane upmanship even If it was never intended. 
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'Dark White*, an ndd title omitting reference to aliens, which might 
hove signal led to the media it wan a book to bo «vni dnd + i s not really 
about abductione.lt appears to be but it is - overwhelmingly - a book about 
North American research into alien abduct lone, a very different thing, That 
Is a Fart that most reviewers,, I predict, will forget - indeed, probably will 
riot even realise, ns it does not appear to have been unduly emphasised. As 
such they will con Rider it symptomatic of everywhere else and, utterly 
Incorrectly, lump the (IK, Europe, Australia, etc, in with what is Indisputibly a 
very vocal and Influential body, but globally an unrepresentative approach* 

This is not to any there is no mention of the di Ff ereticee. There is. A 
chapter is devoted to talks with myself,Nilnry Evans and Paul Itevereux 
(From the (DO - but that Is swamped by 90! of the book which is about Budd 
Hopkins, Whitley Strleber, David Jacobs, John Hack and so forth* So far as I 
can see - nobody elsewhere even gets a look In - t*g Keith Baeterfield In 
Australia (one critical omission! or,for that matter,the rather 
sophisticated approach to the subject in countries such ns France. 

I say, as far as I can see, as - like his previous book - Dork White has 
no index.That was a falling of Round In Circles it is utterly Inexcusable 
In this book, which ranges over many complex theories and stories and has 
several blank white pages at the back Just crying out to be filled with a 
meaningful index* How a responsible publisher of a book that will get 
glowing review at least portly because of Its highbrow origin can justify 
tht* Is hard to fathom. It needs rectifying Immediately for any paperback 
edition as It makes this Large book full of serious Ideas very tough to 
negotiate and near useless for research purposes. A very great pity* 

This minimal Interest apparently shown In any non-Amorlean UFOlogy 
will not sit easily outside the USA. And inside the (ISA his largely negative 
assessment of what his subtitle calls on 'ci bn ess I an" will probably 
Infuriate all bar Philip Klnss - whose work seems well thought of* 

Nnr will many nbdur.tncs he enthralled by the author' s theory, offered 
towards the rear of the book, where he likens them to the witch trials and 
demonic poEHesalortB of the middle ages (indeed he cites I7tb century texts 
about as much as he cites non American UFOlogy which ts a bit worrying)* He 
appears to be beading towards a concept where abductions are a form of MPD 
(multiple personality disorder). But I'll say more on that when I've rend 
the book throrcmghly, an it Is an interesting theory deserving attention. 

I should make clear this is Far From being a bad book* This is, in 
f act,a very illuminating ramble through the weed infested Jungles of 
American abduction research by an outsider with an undeniable penchant for 
skilful! writing*I have noticed (as have others) the author's tendancy to 
descriptive prose, which Imp Lien he could write excellent fiction*In the 
pages about me. For Instance, what he says is mostly fair InFerence, but some 
details owe a bit to whut I 1 r! call artistic interpretation of the events. 

He has chapters headed ’ Budd r „ 1 Whitley 1 , 1 Klnon* nnd 'John end Ken 1 
(evidently John Mack and Ken Ring)* But the one that opens with a 
discussion about my ideas is titled *0ld Hag'. My lawyers are preparing the 
writs as I speak and! will reject all claims that the old hag is a 
psychological phenomenon discussed later in the chapter. * * f Wore next time. 


a. a a R E NE M^si 

The box opposite shows any sum due now to cover nil six of (he 
1994 issues of Northorn UFO News. Rates are unchanged. Those who 
renew by j1 March can deduct £1 From the quoted sum In thanks. Fav to 1 NUFQN* 
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HUFQRA TAKE THE NANO VIEW 

MUFOHA, the oldest surviving «ffiliate group and one of the original 
founders of the NUFOH network in 19/4 has relaunched itself. After 31 years 
as a snail* select ive UFO group based In Manchester the t eam have decided to 
expand Into other aspects of the paranormal and design a new self Image, 

NANG stands For Northern Anomalies Research Organ!sation* 'Hie group 
will continue to Investigate UFO reports and participole In the NtfFGN 
alliance but they will also research other paranormal phenomena, much in the 
vein of SP1 In Scotlaud* They have officially affiliated with A5SAP (the 
association for the scientific study of anomalous phenomena)* 

Although for the time being at least meetings will still alternate 
between Manchester and Stockport the group has decided to broaden Its base. 
Members ore already drawn from a wide area covering Merseyside to north 
Staffordshire and east Lancashire and an experimental one day meet was held 
in Warrington in November and may presage further regional events. 

Tha irony of the 4 HANG 4 acronym in conjunction with a decision to 
broaden the outlook of the group is quite intentiona1*The group Intend to 
design T-shirts with logos suggesting that people broaden their mind by 
taking a NANO view on the supernatural! 

Those wishing to contact the group can still do so via Peter Hough: - 
6 Sllcden Ave Lowton Warrington WA3 1EN Tel:- 0942-604265 

As wo go to press the BUFOfiA Irish branch have announced similar plans 
to launch as an independent group with a wider purview than just UFOsj but 
still actively pursuing UFO cases as hefore. More on that news next time. 


HEWS ROUND UP 


:: Thanks to George Hunt from Skip ton for bringing to my attention a 

fascinating piece In "The Times' (19 S an 1994} which reported on 
declassified! evidence from US military satellites in earth orbit* It seems 
that they have been recording massive explosions in the upper atmosphere - 
at leabt 3 of the 136 detected since 1975 being above Britain. They yield 
more than lOOQ tonnes of TNT and are considered a form of unknown natural 
event. The reason they hove been kept secret Is the fear that they might be 
mistaken for a nuclear attack and trigger a response from volatile nations. 
There is speculation that one of these impacts might have caused the famous 
Tungubka explosion in June 1906 ami, according to British astronomer John 
Mason,that they night trigger UFO reports. They are thought to be visible 
f ram the ground as huge bursts of light and that when reported these are 
usually in the context of 4 flying saucers 4 . However, much of the released 
energy from these baffling explosions occurs in the infra-red spectrum. 

: : Nick Pope at the MoD has recently supplied information on 1993 UFO 
reports submit ted, Including a hand drawn map of tha locations of 
these. There were 255 during the year Cfairly average! and some patterns 
could be traced. These include the Bristol wave lit June/July <sce NUN 162) 
and the late March Satellite reentry 4 (see NUN I6l>,piu& assorted flaps 
brought about by airship activity and a bright fireball meteor event*This 
Is the first time tha MoD have supplied such data and Its a most welcome 
initiative. 
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: : Nick Pope further advises that at the turn of the year two new batches 

of UFO data were released under the 30 year rule and are available from the 
Public Records office in London, Visitors "ho wish to access then should 
cite file references AIR 2/16916 and AIR 2/17318. Let us know what you find 
in there If you do visit the PRO* 

:: Fortran Times plan to stage an ‘ Unconvention' in the summer with the 

preliminary plans being to stage this over two days (18/19 June) at the 
University College Ih London, Two themes - at this stage planned to be 
spontaneous human combustion and alien abductions - will dominate the 
proceedings, with Invited speakers and a Floor debate, but there will be 
other mini presentations too throughout the weekend. We 1 II keep you posted 
when pi mis are firmer, 

:: Fancy earning $1000 ? If you are interested in crop circles then you 

could* Dr Alexander Imich is running a prize essay competition (sponsored by 
the Center for Frontier Sciences at Temple Uni versity f USA* All you have to 
do is submit an original (unpublished) paper on the theme - " Are all crop 
circles merely hoaxes? 1 The winner will be published by the center but all 
copyright will be retained by the author* Submissions must be made by 30 
June 1994 on one side of A4 paper with at least 1 inch margins on each side 
and using double sided type* Three copies of each entry must go to: - 
V. P, La Pari contest coordinator 10 Wood St Hopkinton MA 01748-1132 USA 


JSieW GROUP FOR STAFFORDSHIRE 

Doug Pickford, who works for the local paper In Macclesfield, has 
decided to create a new group to research UFOs and the paranormal in the 
north midlands. This Is a very active area which has had little coverage 
since the demise of the BUF0RA Staffordshire branch in the late 1970*s 
after a period of great heritage with the Floe work of Roger Stanway and 
Tony Pace, focusing on the still standing and self financed Newchapel 

astronomical observatory on a hill in the north Potteries. 

The new group tested the water recently with a lecture by Doug himself 
on myths and legends and over 200 eagerly attended that event! It will have 
a proper launch on Wednesday 9_ March 1994 (start 7* 30 pm) when they have 
been kind enough to invite me to talk about UFOs, including a look at some 
of the strange activity in Staffordshire over the years. 

The lee turn/new group meeting will take place at the Swan Hut el In 
Leek, Staffordshire - just off the A 523 opposite St Edrards church* 

We wish the new group every Gticcess, welcome them to the scene, and 
they btc, of course, a further example of ait organisetion choosing to go for 
a brooder based approach towards investigation and research* 

Looking further ahead LAPIS, on the Fylde coast, also are aiming to 

stage a isore widely based conference in Blackpool, Lancashire on Saturday 
20 May 1994 - under the auspices of ASSAP. It will feature several lectures 

on a wider range of topes than Just UFOs (although these will be 

included). More on that In the next Issue when more details are to hand. 

Addresses: - Doug Pickfard 24 Nab Hill Ave Leek Staffs ST13 SEE 

LAPIS June Cameron 50 Tnrsway Ave Blackpool Lancs FT3 6JZ 
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BONNYBRX DOE BX TES B AC K ! 

Issue !62 and 1 63 have both featured pieces with very different views 
on the wave of sightings in Bonnyhrldge r Scotland, which attracted media 
attention in late 1992 and early 1993 including US and Japanese TV and 
our own Sky TV with documentaries* Jn a recent interview with r The Scotsman* 
newspaper this was the one topic they kept raising for me to give my 
opinions, I should make clear that I have no fixed stance* f have not 

personally Invest tgated any of the cases but appreciate two things, Heal UFO 
waves can occur and there are getiuine window areas* Equally f I know that when 
events get publicised it is almost inevitable that media publicity foods 
upon itself to create a hype* Hhat really occurs is that witnesses who 

previously are too shy to come forward t'because of the * fear of ridicule* 
factorJ get encouragement from others and so do start talking- Ail opinion 
poll surveys suggest that we discover only 1 in 10 UFO sightings — the res* 
being kept to the witness and their immediate family - so It is easy to See 
how 1 pseuda waves* can coma aboutj implying that an area Is a window wtwn it 
is really only reflecting a hidden and yet the more true level of UFO 

activity if social harriers were not in force , The Bonny hr 1 dge debate 

raises interesting Issues about such things and the argum6mts rage on-., 

Malcolm Robinson sent me a copy of a letter he sent to Ron Holliday on 
30 December 1993, to which this following piece appears to be ut /post a 
partial response*! will quote a few paragraphs from it to give you the 
essence af Malcolm' s argument s t ub as £o try to be uvert-handed. He feels the 
crux Is that Ron is making public comments without seeing the evidence. 1 By 
all means (do so),*, if you had talked to the witnesses, . * (but! would it not 
have been wiser to see aur data before commenting?' Malcolm offers a 1 date 
early in 1994* for Scottish UF01 agists like Ron to see the data and It will 
then be made openly availably to all* * * please reserve Judgement till then. * 

In reply is on article by Ron Halliday - * Looking Into Bonny bridge* r 

The events In this town have generated) more controversy amongst 

Scottish UFOlogists than any previous sightings in the country, Malcolm 

Robinson explained that SPX members had been amazed that he was letting me 
and Ken Higgins get away with telling people that Bonny bridge was a 

publicity stunt and that councillor Billy Buchanan was deeply upuct by such 

cutting comments. He added they were made without looking at the evidence. 

Reality of the events apart, it seems that a myth is being created of 
<we) jealous l/FOloglsts trying to downgrade one another's efforts. But a 
look at how the events developed will, I hope, show that there Is a basis lor 
concern over establishing what has gone on In flonnybridgo* 

In the first place, the Initial reported sightings occurred against an 
upsurge of interest in the subject,Jenny Randles book 1 UFOs and how to see 
them 4 was widely reported by the media including TV coverage noting that 
Scotland was a focal point of UFO activity. The Scottish UFO hot line had 
been set up (with mare major publicity)- Indeed both my group (Scottish 

Earth Mysteries Research) and Ken Higgins Scottish UFO research 
organisation were contacted via the hot line by Bofinybrldge area witnesses. 

As we struggled to cope with over IDO coses Councillor Buchanan was 
featured in the media about the sightings and it was announced that Malcolm 
Robinson was investigating them. I did not regard our group in competition 
with SPI. I was rulhved Malcolm was doing this as we were so busy. 
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Indeed we have an unofficial arrangement between Scottish groups not 
to Investigate a cose if another group Already is doing fo,M alcolm telle »e 
that his first quest ion to the media was to ask if any other group was 
investigating the cases in Bonny bridge I agreed to pas© on any local cases 
from that area as might tome In to us in future via the hotline. 

In nay view a 'Sunday Pont 1 article of 31 January 1993 badly 
compromised Investigation work In the town. The story caw the councillor 
holding a poster about a UFO lecture in flonyfarldge that night. It added that 
over 400 calls had come Into the councillor and * experts 1 ware concerned. 

In the story Malcolm Robinson was cited saying that many cases could 
be explained! B but there are still same which are totally Inexplicable. * The 
paper further added that some witnesses would be hypnotised to seek 
* subconscious memories of being taken on board alien spacecraft,' This did 
not happen in the end*but 300 arrived to hear Malcolm lecture in town, 

I feel that these events publicised by Scotland's most popular Sunday 
newspaper were like throwing petrol on a bonfire. In place of appraising 
the situation investigator© must have become more like bellows used by the 
media to help puff the matter up. 

Had the media not got in touch I would have remained silent*despite my 
misgivings. But BBC Radio Scotland asked mo to take part In programme about 
Honnybridge. I stated that all reports should be taken seriously but urged 
caution on the Bonnybridge events until thorough Investigation. I did 
express concern about the hype that was obscuring the reality in process. 

Then, on 25 May 1993, the Stirling Observer, my local paper, effected my 
view of the mat ter. Malcolm Robinson was reported to be persuaded that 
Bonnybridge was * one of the worlds few windows to another dimension, 1 But 
what really ©hook me was the councillor's reported comments that intimated 
how the Japanese film crew then in town might have 1 on uncle coiled 
Mitsubishi who might want to build a Factory in Bonnybridge. ' He had even 
produced for the tourists a 1 massive cake shaped like a flying saucer, 1 

The Scotsman called me afterwards and in the context of the above I 
sold things that have apparently upset the councillor. My remarks were not 
directed against the validity of witness testimony* but the way the 
Investigation was being reported by the media. They paraphrased this into me 
saying it was all 'a bit of q circus'. Then, the Falkirk Herald, which 
circulates in Bonnybridge, picked my comments up and headed their story on 
ii June 1993 'Billy's Unidentified Flying Circus' * This headline did not 
come from me but I had Indicated my concern over how the matter had been 
handled but clearly stated that the incidents required serious 
investigation; although that was difficult given the excitement whipped up. 

I should add that journalists who spoke to me were finding the saga 
highly entertaining and I was actually trying to convince thm* that the 
sightings were worth investigating. Our group has never suggested that the 
Bonnybridge incidents were ’ got up' for purely publicity reasons.I firmly 
believe that nil witness testimony should be taken seriously and handled 
with suitable dlscretion. The paint Is that in Bonnybridge, because of how 
the story wa© allowed to run, we* may be in danger of doing these witnesses 
and Scottish UFOlogy a disservice. 

Editor:-* Ron Halliday has proposed a 'review commission’ with 
representatives from all Scottish groups <plus BUFORA) to assess the 
evidence end 'help dear the air*. In fairness I will carry my important 
new comments on this story sent by any party find tiding- Bonnybridge 
council, who may want a say), but otherwise will now call this debate closed , 
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MENWITM HILL — TRACKING UFOs? 

Welcome back Yorkshire's Mi gel Mortimer after a long absence. Me toils 
me he has a hook coming soon r but in the meantime has a cause for concern. 

In late 1993 the Channel 4 current affairs programme 1 Diepatches 1 
featured thu Otley Peace Womens Group (GHWGO rotating haw they had several 
times breached the high security ot the USAF/NiiA (National Security Agency) 
top secret base at Menwith Hill north of their town in the Yorkshire 
dales. They took sensitive documents from a number of office buildings. 

These files confirmed suspicions that the base was being used for 
global spying at several levels with sophisticated electronic and satellite 
surveillance equipment. Locals were led to believe that after the cold war 
had ended Menwith Hill activity would be cut back, but in fact theses 
documents prove that the opposite is true. It is to be greatly expanded. 

One expansion programme (code name Steeple- Hush 2> has been set up 
with golf halls hiding satellite dishes set on one area of sky.It should be 
completed by 15 Hay 1994. In late 1993 there were already 2.1 such so-called 
*Radumes* in operation at the base,but future builds will be done in such a 
way as to prevent outsiders seeing the orlentatIon oi the satellite dish 
before the protective housings are constructed, 

Th« DRUG confirmed through their missions that spying is not limited 
to air defence, but includes extensive phone tapping of businesses and 
individuals from Menwith Hill, wi Lb computers set to pick up key words in 
any conversation. But I feel that greater secrets will be held in more 
secure positions within Menwith than these the women so easily 
inftitrated. The HSA even seemed strangely carefree about their invasions. 

The obvious UFO connection with Menwith Hill encourages many still 
unanswered questions. (The MSA - of whom this Is one of their mast important 
global sites - were the subject of the most intense freedom of information 
fight for UFQ documents same years ago ~ resulting in the infamous *21 page 
ofFadevi t* which only a securi ty cleared judge could see -he not even being 
cleareds to see the hundreds of UFO files themselves* UFOs have been seen 
in the moorland around the base ever since it was constructed -indeed the 
proximity of the case on page !04 of J Abduction J was almost certainly the 
reason why the MoD took such a big Interest J/i these witnesses - /Jff 

Cases I have investigated include one in 111451 where a large light in 
the sky emitted a staggered beam dike a laser) onto one of the 
golfbails. In another a couple driving by the perimeter fence saw a being 
like a small child trying to gat over the fence. Tills was late at night in 
remote moorland* bear in mind! 

The base, however, tell me that nobody ever sees anything or reports It 
to them. Yet,as 'Dispatches 1 revealed, a prime target Tor reconnaisance was 
Lockheed who manufacture tup secret aircraft like the Stealth F-17 Jet. 

It is odd that these women got in so easily and were allowed to walk 
away without being searched. Once I was confronted by a jeep full of 
soldiers just for looking over the fence! However, ail is not as It seems. 
Someone who worked there during conetruetIon in the sixties told me there 
was much mure to the site than visible above ground* 20 square miles worth 
of sound proofing and pipe lagging material wan taken in for a surface area 
Just one quarter of this. If so then Henwith Hill itself may be the biggest 
secret of the 30 mystery 4 black projects 1 refered to by the documents 
brought out by the OPWG* I am now In touch with this group and will report 
on anything they or 1 find which reflects on the UFO link with the Hill. 
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F-QR YOUR PERUSAL 

Major articles elsevere 


Awareness 1993/94 (Price??? for 4,A5 p 28pp: 11 Ousels/ Close Oxford UA3 

Reports the 31 March 1993 sightings, insists they were ‘fobbed off* as a 
satellite reentry but has evidence that they were definitely UFOs. Also an 
extended look at 30 of the complex circle fornvit Ions that formed in 1993 , 

IUR Nov tS3G for 6: CUFGS 2457 W Peterson Ave Chicago IL 60659 USA> 

A report on renewed searches for the missing archmsloglst in the Raswel j 
crash. 40 years of UFO opinion poll surveys. Irwin Wider* s brilliant 
demolition of the classic Hi1 Unmet te Pass photo ae a roadsignf Fids yours 
truly on the influx of camcorder UFO images in Britain during 1993> 

MUFON Jouroa; tSJO for IZl 103 GltUowne Rd Seguin TX 78155-4099 USAJ 
Aov: Abductions, mind control and experimental drugs are linked, 

Dec: BtUCe Maccabbee analyses a 1993 camcorder Image and Budd Hopkins tells 
you all how to 'write right 1 In your UFO case reports. 

flAE Dec f325 CAN man order: 2 St Clair Av West Ste 607. Toronto, OUT W4V 1L5> 
This just gets better and better.lt is packed with digests from psychology 
and psyc/n’atric journals* pi us Persinger's latest brain physiology work in 
his unceasing publication bli tz. Anything relevant to CE4s from sources you 
otherwise wouldn* t see is here and debated. This is one journal thats a MUST 

GEM 17 (£5.75 f par 3: GEN P0 Box 258 Cheltenham Gloe GL53 Qitit} 

One magazine that retily lives up to its acronym. Its a real gem. Hugely 
improved In content and visual quality don't be put off by its earth 
mystery tag. There is usually good stuff in here about UFOs and crap circles 
too and very attractively designed. I con heartily recommend this to anyone. 

Anomaly 13 (£2 each, free to ASSAP iwuiihers: A55AP 20 Paul St Fro&G BAJ1 lt>XJ 

Account of how to initiate lucid dream and related altered states of mind. 

F. Timas 72 (£12 for 6; John Brown Pubshng: Freepost SW6G96 Frame BAU 1YAJ 
Reviews the Sheffield conference (see p, 10 following}. Plus sleep anomalies. 

Fate Jan <S37, 95 US for 12: FATE PQ EJo* 1940, 170 Future Way, Marian 0U 433G5> 
Enters year 4? with Issue 526 of its monthly offerings “ a paranormal 
record by a long way, Antonio HtinoGus reviews latest UFO news (eg updating 
the Ha l ton case, the face on jM rs saga etc}. Plus John Keel in each issue now 

Strange 12 (£13.50 for 4: Mark Charvinsky Bax 2246 Rockville W 20847 USA> 
77ie US equivalent of FT on smashing new thin glossy paper. Nigel Hat son 
starts a series on airship reports from Britain in the early 20th century. 

Folklore Frontiers C£5 for 4: P Screeton 5 Egtan Ur Seaton Carow TS25 2AT) 
Lots of snippets on the bizarre and the unusual - often sexist thoughf 

J, Met ooral agy f£26 far 10; 54 Frame Rd Bradford on Avon Wilts BA15 1LX>> 
If you are missing Ter unco Meaden* s winus on crop circles J. Met (which he 
edits! brings you otlu*r anomalies In his purview, notably ball lightning - 
which gets frequent coverage in recent issues* Including new cases. 
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THE SHEFFIELD CON AND FORTE AN TIME: THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS 

In Fort eon Tt roes 72, Ffiter RrookeGmith <ex editor of ' The 
Unexplained 1 ) reports pn Lhe August 1993 Sheffield conference. In his 
comments on my lecture about 1 Wonderland 4 - the Prenton Brook/Daresfaury 
window area near Runcorn, he makes two odd negative chargee. 

He says that I hove 'taken at face value the Idea that some UFOs can r t 
land In the wet* - a ludicrous point. In fact I clearly stated that this was 
testimony from an abduction witness in this area who was told this during 
his experience* Naturally* I would take that claim no too re literally than I 
have ever taken words reported by * aliens 4 during abduction experiences! 

More importantly, Srookesml th claims that I was finding what I was 
looking for In discovering this window 'right on ray doorstep - and that ANY 
area would have hod a few strange cases. Indeed, the Fortean Times editors 
choose this piece to extract from their article os a very visible shout 
line and compound the mistake by misquoting their own text! They say I live 
on the Mersey estuary, when Stockport is around 30 miles from there - in 
fact the river' s source. So this window is hardly on my doorstep anyhow. 

In any case, whilst a local researcher can act an a magnet to cases and 
thus create an Illusion of a window that surrounds thorn, this doesn't work 
with roe. I am not in the catchment area of the local media and - having had 
my address In 25 hooks now - get many cases every week from witnesses all 
over the world, destroying any real selectivity in the incoming dptp. 

Moreover, as readers of the section about this region in 'Mysteries of 
the Mersey Valley 1 (Sigaa Press,1993) will realise, this is no mere random 
effect. 1 defy Peter Brookesroith to find any other urea In Britain (bar 
Warminster, perhaps,or Todmorden/Bacup - maybe - which I expect he would 
rule out on the grounds that I was unfortunately born and raised there! ) 
which has the same long term pot tern as Preston Brook and Daresbury. We are 
talking about a rural location of only about 25 square miles in which so 
many vehicle interference, CE 4 and other altered states of consciousness 
experiences hove occurred that chance seems very unlikely to apply, 

I am willing to be proven wrong In this assessment, but you only have 
to sea the wealth of data to suspect otherwise^lt was this that forced me 
to accept the idea. £ certainly never went looking out for a window^nlthough 
£ do suspect that Srookesmith ts portly right and plenty of others will 
exist if sought Cog - maybe - we will learn from retrospective analysis 
that Barmybridge was/is one),! think they depend upon Pereinger*s energy 
transients, Devereux's geophysical or Headen/s atmospheric focal points Cor 
indeed ail three). Emily, Brookesmith appears to have rejected the idea of 
window virtually out of hand without looking at the extent of the data. He 
admits that this was the first UFO conference he has attended since 1992 
and UFOlogy hasn't changed. But it has - we are much further forward* Pity he 
missed the revolution, because the Sheffield conference was a spearhead* 


MEDIA MATTERS 
A look at (JFQg in the public eye 

In the wake of the 'Strange but True? - ITV network showing of the film 
about the Todmarden/Bacup window last autumn there have been some 
interesting local media follow ups - including one witness In Burkistand 
who told the Halifax Courier he had seen a little green roan! 
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Odder still, was the Accrington Observer CIS Oct) which reported how a 
local Ifymiburn councillor Informed a development conuniUcfi how Hossendale 
might be a magnet for UFOs because of the Coal Clough wind farm featured on 
trie programme. Sadly, 1 can disillusion the council because 1 spent a wet 
arid windy day driving up and down moors as the LWT crew searched for a spot 
to film and spent an hour by those sodden windmills doing Luke after retake 
at my IS second epic:. The location was more fluke than design and had much 
to do with the need for an ununual visual backdrop to another 4 talking 
head' on the show, rather than any hypothetical aliens homing in on the area 
because of this newly built view from above. 

Hut the real story of the mcment Is the EEC plan to turn the old GEFAN 
in Toulouse Cor SEPRA as now) into a Euro funded UFO invest 1 gatlan unit. 

The media loved it* There were sensible pieces (eg In The Guardian - 2 
Dec) although even they added how europe 1 is more often associated with 
bellding white elephants than seeing pink ones'. The news (epurted In NUN a 
year ago) is that Tuliio keggu.au Italian EEC MP and physicist* lias got the 
energy commission to accept his year old plan and put it to the full 
par 1 luuifcuit. Huwuvar, much of the publicity was predictably ail ly« 

The Times 120 Dec) suggested that the EEC report (which focused on the 
Belgian wave) was the final refutation of the cul*h for the UFO, as any 
aliens having traversed the galaxy would go anywhere but Belgium. The Daily 
Hall had a picture of Jacques DuLors next to ET likening him to the alien. 
ChurmantJ They also led the campaign against such a frivolous waste and 
soon Euro MPs of all UK complexions were fighting the 1 nonsenseV 

i did appear on BUG-1 with Anne Diamond and Nick Owen and gave an 
Interview La The Scotsman, stressing to both that the point was not about 
wasting money on searching for ET but instead reminded that It was the 
ENERGY commission that were backing the proposal, if the Japanese were 
spending sums on seeking new energy sources from researching UAP style UFOs 
<eg those that might be natural plasmas, etc> then we hud an obligation not 
to slip behind. Hut I suspect 1 waa offering up a pretty forlorn argument, 

Ferry Petrakis In France tells me as we go to press that the mass 
outcry by Lhe UK media ft he only country to react bo) caused the EEC to 
postpone a decision, in any cnee French UFOiogists have their own reasons 
not to want SEPRA to take on ail Euro cases (they view them as strictly a 
one way street - information goon In,none comes out). And I guess it canid 
give the Mol) an excuse to shut down Air Staf f 2A B s UFO interest for good. 

The Financial Times <2 Dec) even pointed out that the plan might make 
bringing new countries into the EEC a problem of intergalactic proportions 
If aliens now had to be considered us well as all the ex Communist states. 
They added, with delicious Irony (almost certainty never Intended! > that the 
12 member states * are already chary about taking Into the Unicn four new 
Nordic (applicants)* . , - The Greys have yet to apply to Brussels, 1 gather. 


BOOK UPDATE 

Readers asked for an update on coming UK books. John Spencer's new 
abduction book is due soon but Albert Budden" Ei UFO work (with Blundford) 
hue been put back to Spring 199b.My latest*‘“Hie Unexplained 1 (a visual look 
at the paranormal 20 th century) is released in February in softback from 
Anaya.in June Peter Hough and I release a series of detailed essays in "The 
Encylopedlu of the Unexplained 1 (Michael G B Mara). In July Blandford publish 
my book 'Time Travel* (which assess the evidence for this) and in August 
Peter and I publish a very visual and detailed history of UFOs via Fiutfcus. 
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BOOKS OF THE MOMENT 


Ghosts, traditions and legends of old Lancashire arm ttownrtn Sigma £7. 05 

172 page softback with dozens of little stories, often only a 
paragraph or two in length. Those cover the folklore and mythology of 
Lancashire with quite a few ghostly experiences thrown in. JTiis is not, of 
course, a UFO book. Nor is it really a hook of paranormal investigations, but 
it is a lively read and there is plenty of background material an topics 
such as Fondle Hill, St could be useful if researching the anecdotal history 
of a suspected north-west window area, for example, 

UFO: The planets mast complete guide to close encounters PC Disk or CD-ROM 

And now far something completely different, We have reviewed cassette 
tapes and UFO related music before. In 1991 Australian UFOlogistS brought 
out a UFO hook on floppy disk - but it had few real advantages over a real 
book k Sow comes the first in fcrfiat Is sure to be an industry of interactive 
computer programs that ore commer'ciolly availabl e. So is this product a 
breakthrough in UFQlogy, and, perhaps more importantly, is it actually useful? 

There is good news and had news on both counts. You need a PC to run 
the program. Those still clinging to their ancient Asastrad PCWs have no 
chance as the concept is simply too big and sophisticated. Ideally you need 
a 4S6 PC with a good graphics card too; althougti check first if you have an 
older or smaller model.lt may well still work. With this you con then run 
the cut dom version (that has a data base of 500 cases plus photos). But to 
use the program Jn full glory you need a CD-ROM drive. Most PCs can fit one 
for under £200 now and its well worth future proofing your system this 
way. Wanting 'UFO' on CD-ROM might give you the excuse to do just that. 

With the CD-ROM version of * UFO* much more data is stored, more than 
doubling the number of available cases on tap and al lowing access to stored 
video from 22 cases (these aren 4 1 on disk)- They run - m ore, or less, jerkily 
according to the quality and speed of your CD-ROM - (get at least a double- 
speed if you cnn). Quality of reproduction seems sensitive to the hardware. 

With either disk or CD-ROM version you have a data base of cases to 
play around with - These include text (poorly incorporated) and still photos 
(rather better handled). With a goad sound card you also get witness 
commentary, newsreel dubbing and even alleged UFO noises! The fine interface 
allows you to use windows very effectively to select out categories such as 
'abduction* ,*cat tie mutilations*, etc. There are several sub menus and a 
world map that lets you click on locations to trace cases. 

The programme is a lot of fun to play with — rather more t sadly f than 
is its actual content when you retrieve it. The concept is very cleverly 
implemented. Its just a shame the same flexibility did not go into providing 
the UFO cases that were fed into this quite excellent software design- 

The UFO data is put together by Wend&lle Stevens and is, not 
surprisingly, predominantly American. There is not a single British abduction 
fimfeed - Incredibly - hardly any abductions ore mentioned at all). The 22 
video sequences contain classics like Kmikoura (with musical sound 
effects), Tremonton, Catalina Island, etc (but again nothing from Europe) and 
the 200 still photographs also omit any British cases - except a stream of 
recent crop circle photos (or, to be more accurate, Doug and Dave hoaxes). 
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77ie text accompanying all circle pictures is the same - and explains 
that, whilst some people tried to dismiss them as hoaxes and weather 
effects^ the brilliant work of Dr Colin Andrew (sic) showed them to be some 
kind of alien communication , I'm afraid that's not untypical. 

As for the non pilotagraphic cases* there are serious omissions. No 
Bent waters* Belgian wave* etc § etc* The tiny few UK cases are mostly very old 
and wouldn*t make most people's list of top (or oven strong) evidence. 

There is no doubt that some UfOlogist will one day work with a 
software company to design a better database with a truly representative 
sample of casus. This is over reliant an sometimes dubious photos to the 
detriment of solid cases and often lacks objective text , beyond saying 
very much more than, in effect, f on anonymous source filmed this*. 

That said, this is the cutting edge of technology and UFOlogy is in at 
the deep end. In years to come this - being the original attempt - will 
likely become a sought after collectors item, Vhi 1st it would be dishonest 
to pretend this venture will set your work alight, it is great fun and easy 
to use* providing an instant data base and, if operated with the caveat not 
to be taken at face value* could help serious researchers . Better than this 
will come in future - but it isn't here yet f so enjoy tomorrows world today - 

FC disk £34. 95 f CD-ROM £44. 95 (hath post Inc) Don't buy from a computer 
store (Its dearer there) - go to Gui Idea ft Ltd Thp Computer Compl ex Cl ty 
Bu siness Park Stoke Plymouth Pt.3 4BB T: 0752-606200 Fax1 0752-606174 




BRXEE CASES 



Some current investigations 


On the night of the 31st, , « 

Headers will know about the events of around l* 10 am on 31 March U>93 
when two bright Lights crossed Ireland, South Wales and South West England. A 
number of reports were made from France and Portugal too-The official 
explanation is that a Soviet satellite reentered that night and burnt up as 
It did SotcHi UFO groups believe there may be another stranger solution 
and other events may have been trawled in alongside the satellite reentry* 

This case is the furthest north for a possible Cosmos witness; although 
from his account there may be more to it. The sighting comes from Mr ft from 
Rruwuhl LI s, West Midlands (same wi tness as in case 9761 - see N(iK I62K Mr ft 
was unable to sleep that morning and saw a bright light approach from the 
MW, This was followed by another too far behind to be on on aircraft. They 
both passed the moon at great speed and silently. Then, here is the odd 
bit* 1 they Just rotated like a Catherine Wheel - the vehicle that was at the 
front ended up at the back- Then, instead of going forward In single file as 

before, they Ju&t spaced out and carried on moving in parallel. It was Just 

like they were playing gomes,.-! went outside and could see a snail amount 
of smoke,as if they had slowed down after that manouevre. 

The nest night Mr H walked into fields at 20. 30 to survey the area 
where the lights had disappeared-Ko sow wiiut he took to be floodlights 
lighting up some bushes through mist ('spreading the beam on top 1 >, After a 

few moments they just went out. Next day he returned to the site and saw 

that there was nothing to account for the lights, only farmland. Indeed the 
1 bushes 1 were tall trees and the lights must have been well above ground. 
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Animal disturbance in rural Wales 

Cbeg 9231 13 Jfavenber 1992 Rhayader, Wales Thanks to Janet Borrl 

At IB. 00 Ms H t a student at a mid Woles tmivursi ty, was returning with a 
friend from Aberystwyth to England on the A44.The sky was clear as they 
drove through a remote hilly area. A white light appeared on their right and 
they slowed to watch It move erratically to the north. It was low, moving 
slowly and not blinking In any way like a normal aircraft tends to do. 

The two drove on* keeping their eyes on the light, then rounded a bend 
in the quiet,pretty Isolated mountninous country and were confronted by an 
amazing sight, f It was fairly low and statlonary.lt had a more complex 
lighting system than thn first light* 1 In effect this was a sequence of 
red,green and white lights which flashed on and off in a circular 
band. *Thle gave the impression of a flattened circular vessel. “ There was 
no sound at all, despite the still surroundings. They estimate it was about 1 
mile from the road below the silhouetted summit of a hill. 

Cattle in a field between the object and the road were seemingly 
milling about making a commotion as if effected* The two had stopped the 
cor and watched for about 3 minutes before the object began to glide away 
silently to the north west. The first light,still visible further away, 
moved with this one and both passed out of sight over the distant hills. 

The two students drove on and a few minutes later met a third light 
that passed directly overhead. This had four erratically flickering lights 
underneath. They stopped again and two others Followed the same route over 
their heads* They seemed to bn travelling in pairs. 

The students have not responded to pleas for further Information, but 
another attempt is being made. I suspect military exercises are a real 
possibility in this area, but the silence of the erart secran to negate this 
idea. They say that the objects were 'not of our planet or our technology. 1 

Case 9312 16 October 1993 Simroond 1 ey T Glossop, Derbyshire Roy Snndba-ch 

Mrs If and her son live in a very elevated house south of OIossop 
amidst this earthlight rich location. The boy, aged 7 t watches the aircraft 
Inbound to Manchester and Mrs H is equally familiar. At 19.15 this night he 
called his mother out to see something they both knew was no 
aircraft. Instead three bright red lights - spread in a long straight lino- - 
were seen passing overhead (from the north west) and heading towards the 
east south east over open moorland. There was no sound and the speed was 
very slow (they were visible upwards of 2 minutes). 

Although this is definite UAP country the^e lights appear to have been 
too high and long lived for typical earthllghts. Manchester Airport were 
very helpf ul. Their radar log clearly indicated no air traffic in the area 

at the time and they tended to support Roy 1 s assessment of some unknown 

form of atmospheric phenomenon* 

Case 9401 16 January 1994 Littleton, Chester, Cheshire Ray Sandbach 

Mr B was driving near the S&insbury store at 21* 30 when he spotted a 

large light surrounded by multi-coloured bars of light moving up and down 
in a vertical direction. He watched for about 10 minutes as it remained 
static, th&n drove home to bring back a friend. Minutes later when they 
reached the spot It had gone. He called police who contacted the MnD at Vest 
Drayton Immediately. They confirmed no objects were known to be in the air* 
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During the next 24 hours several other witnesses com forward from 
lip Lou and FJ,us Newton, describing similar objects at about the same time - 
eg 'a strange shaped object with lights down the side 1 and *a massive light 
with two smaller lights at the side 1 . All accounts say the object was 
silent. Those sightings are north west of Chester and only 5 miles from the 
(non existent) window around Helsby - see earlier in thii* issue. 


CASE HISTORY 


The li ghts o£ Louth Ft 1 Peter Gregory, Mike Harley, Mike Bundle, Rosie Oakes 

Long term NUN readers may recall the UFO wave of 1984, One of the big 
cases was the sighting at SoltfIeet t Lincolnshire, on 22 April <see NUN Case 
history in issue 113). There was always a faint whiff of military activity 
about this casefor mu - Indeed most of the cases In the wave were in some 
way associated direcLly with the military, Sadly* WYUFORG never completed a 
full report. Also 1 did not know at the time how close Saltfleet was (just 2 
miles south In fact) from RAF Donna Nook - a practice air bombing range. 

However*a new case has now erupted which Involves Donna Nook; although 
this time we can bo absolutely certain that they were not the culprits. As 
they may, of course*have also been back In 1984 this time they were very 
definitely the victims. Indeed, this was no minor Incident,It was a new wave, 

l first hoard of the events a week before Christmas via a phone call 
from a journalist in Louth*a small town in rural north Lincolnshire. Mick 
lllil had been deluged with reports about a sighting that had occured 
between 16, 15 and 16, 30 on Thursday 9 December 1993* Villages to the east of 
the town were primarily involved and literally dozens of people called to 
say they had seen the same thing. This persuaded Ills paper something was up. 

After taking basic details I spent all day on the phone trying to 
persuade someone to go to Lincolnshire to follow through. Sadly, experienced 
UFOlagists such as Norman Oliver (who now lives in the county) were unable 
to do so for a variety of reasons - so I asked three NUFQN readers who 
lived within 30 or 40 miles to do their best. They all did so,even though 
none were able to travel to the villages themselves. Having just been ousted 
from BUFQHA, I wnn not in a position to use their resources to do anything 
much ei ther - but*at least, we were able to piece together some data and 1 
thunk all those who responded magnficently to do what they could. 

Indeed*! soon recalled that Peter Gregory, f rom Habiethorpo, about 5 
miles south*had been in touch In the summer with a video that he had taken 
of two Lights In Lhe daytime sky. This was discussed at the Sheffield 
conference in August and was just one of several of his sightings In 1993. 
An earlier (and better! video had mysteriously been taken away from Mr 
Gregory in what can only be termed a bizarre MIB style of tenanth. The video 
and a still was with BUFGRA for analysis, gut given the new sightings {end 
ulher signs of an ongoing flap) Mr Gregory'& lights took on a whole new 
sign!flcanca*So 1 endeavoured to see what 1 could follow up via BUFORA. 

Meanwhile it was clear that the UFO seen by so many around Louth was 
our old friend the slow moving, utterly silent triangle. In fact it was 
atjuost exactly what had been reported In Belgium In 1989 and 1990 — 

provoking all the interest of world UFOlogy, Indeed*I discovered*Just before 
the 9 December flap In Lincolnshire, near identical phenomena had been 
reported over the North Sea off the coast of Essex. Thought s of mid air 
refuelling exercises (perhaps relevant to Belgium) did briefly pop up. 
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1Iowever.lt soon become apparent that there is m lot more to the Louth 
affair Limn flt rirTst sight. For when Kick Ff111 had culled rotind the oLr 
bai;eE trying to Find an arswnr he spoke with on officer ot RAF Donna Nuuk 
wild not only offir&lBd that thuy wt»re Tihut and hod no sir traffic up hut he 
himself had seen the LIFO on the w^y home from the base! Nick Pope at the 
MoD confirmed fas he later told me tn writing? that there unis no obvious 
solution for these cases. They appeared to bo genuine jnyuteriee. 

There was more - including reports of electrical interference on 9 
December in the local vi11 ages. Peter Gregory was also nsounttng a full 
investigation and netting up ^kywntciies with Interested locals. Gnu of 
these t un 4 January 1994 proved successful nud several witness saw the 
triangle, One man had even obtained video Film, 

Reports on all the evidence is being collated and we will start with a 
full series of reports on the wave In the next tssue of NUN, In the meantime 
any offers of help or skywntching etc enn be directed tn Peter Gregory at 
24 Scutiersby Ave Knblethorpe Lines or phone him on Sutton on Sea 442597 


FINAL WORDS 

1IUFG <see below) have a new magazine out called * Dimensional Force* 
(one of the most Imaginative titles yet). It has news, reviews and articles 
and costs £1* Well worth a look. In 1994 they plan a series of events on HFGs 
and circles over weekends at various col 1 eyes- More on that whet r we have if, 
John Lvndherg t the artist who had an exhibition baaed on * UFOs and how 
to see them' lest &ummer t has now tied up with artist and crop circle 
photographer Rod Dickinson and American UFOlagists Linda Moulton Howe and 
Bill Ellis to launch a visual extravaganza on circles* abduct Ions and entile 
mutilations* This multi-media affair Is rare ambitious than last time and 
the gallery have even produced a limited edition book to tie in (with added 
contributions from Jim Schnabel as w&U as Howe, and Ellis), The exhibition 
is at the Inde pendent Art Space Gallery at 23 4 Smith St t Chelsea, London and 
runs on Thurs da ys* Fridays and S atur tf ays from 4 February to 4 April it L 00 
to !8* 00) Admission is firm Call 07! -259-9^32 for further details. 
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* HDFOM archive files held in c errtral Manchester accessible c/p NAflO L09<?~G(]42G5 

lou can visit the files by trap getting off at the St Peter's. Square Station in the Manchester City 

centre,Bona fide researchers are vekoie but calls in advance to th# above nuiber are essential. 















